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Section 1 
1. Religious Reformers  

Shah Waliullah,   Syed Ahmad Shaheed Barelvi & Haji Shariatullah 

1. Why were there attempts to revive Islam in the sub-continent during the eighteenth and 
early nineteenth centuries?  [7] [N 07] [J 13] 

Answer: The downfall of the military and political power of the Muslims in the eighteenth 
century was accompanied by the moral, intellectual and economic breakdown of the society. 
This alarmed the right thinking Muslims inside and outside the government to make an attempt 
to stop the decline and revive Islam. Many reformers work for the revival of Islam. Shah 
Waliullah was greatly grieved over the situation and condition of Muslims. He believed that 
Muslims were ignorant about Islam and the teachings of the Holy Quran. Therefore an 
emphasis on the Quranic teachings would not only improve their knowledge but produce a 
feeling of solidarity. He also believed that Muslims’ knowledge of Islam was difficult to gain and 
so he felt that by translating the Holy Quran into Persian would enable more people read it. He 
wished to see Islam regain its past glory. Therefore, he tried to bring in reforms by calling 
Muslims to adhere to the true path of Islam. 

During the early 19th century, the Punjab was under Sikh rule and the Punjabi Muslims 
found it difficult to practice their religion and were humiliated by the Sikhs. Sikhs had made the 
life of Muslims miserable and Muslims could not perform their religious obligations freely. Sikhs 
converted the mosques to horse stables, banned Azaan and prayers. Syed Ahmad Shaheed 
Barelvi wanted a jihad (Holy War) to restore the Muslim faith. He wished to liberate the 
Muslims of Punjab from the oppression of the Sikhs. Syed Ahmad thought that, besides coming 
to true Islam, Muslims cannot regain their lost glory unless un-Islamic forces could be 
suppressed by military force. Therefore he started armed struggle and tried to create an Islamic 
state for which he launched the Jihad Movement. 

Haji Shariatullah also wanted to spread Islam through his Faraizi Movement which 
insisted that Muslims should perform their Faraiz (religious obligations) properly. The growing 
popularity of the movement amongst the people of Bengal alarmed the Hindu landlords who 
were unhappy with the Muslim practices. He also wanted that the Muslims should not indulge 
themselves into evils and superstitions. They should revive their glorious past. A huge group of 
followers grew which were called ‘Faraizis’ but unfortunately the attempts of these reformers 
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failed. Muslim power and Muslim society continued to decline while non-Muslims forces gained 
strength in the sub-continent. 

2. Why did Shah Waliullah have such important influence on the revival of Islam in the sub–
continent?    [7] [N 05] [J 10] [N 15] 

Answer: Shah Waliullah was a great religious leader and a well known figure of his time. His 
importance and greatness lies in the fact that he was the pioneer and the first important figure 
to work for the resurgence of Muslims. He was one of the first Muslim thinkers to state that the 
decline of the Mughal Empire and the vulnerable position of the Muslims were due to a neglect 
of the principles of Islam. Muslims had deteriorated into being a helpless and disorganized 
group of people and if they were to regain their power then strong leadership was required. He 
believed that Muslims were ignorant about Islam and teachings of the Holy Quran. Shah 
Waliullah concentrated on preaching. He taught at his father’s Madrassa Rahimiyah and 
created a group of scholars who spread his message in the sub-continent. He advised Muslims 
to come to true and pure Islam and give up un-Islamic beliefs and practices. He translated the 
Holy Quran into Persian which was the language of educated Muslims, so that Muslims could 
understand the principles of Islam. For this purpose he wrote fifty-one books in Arabic and 
Persian to explain the true and proper teachings of Islam. Among the most famous were 
Hujjatullah-ul-Baligha and Izalat-Akhfa.  

He realized that disunity among Muslims was an important reason for their decline. Muslim 
society was divided into many sects especially Shias and Sunnis. He explained that during the 
early period of Islam there was no Shia-Sunni problem. He tried to bring Shias and Sunnis closer 
and advised Sufis and Ulema to resolve their differences and bridge the gulf between them. He 
trained a number of students and sent them out to promote the message of harmony and unity 
among all Muslims. He did not believe that the principles of politics, economics or sociology 
could be separated from religious teachings. He advised the Muslims to avoid extravagance and 
wasteful expenditure on marriages, births, deaths and other ceremonies. Wealthy Muslims 
were advised to look after the poor and needy. He urged traders and businessmen to adopt a 
fairer system of trading and making money. During his time the Mughal rulers had become 
weak. Therefore non-Muslim powers specially the Marathas had become a threat to Mughal 
power. He advised Muslim rulers of states to unite and suppress the anti-Islamic forces which 
were making the life of Muslims difficult in the sub-continent. He wrote letters to the rulers of 
Muslim states advising them to unite and rise against non-Muslim forces. On his persuasion the 
Afghan ruler Ahmad Shah Abdali defeated and crushed the Marathas in the Third Battle of 
Panipat (1761) and they were not able to rise again. The later reform movements were off-
shoots of Shah Waliullah’s work and therein lay his greatness and importance. 
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3. Why did Syed Ahmad Barelvi call for Jihad to overthrow Sikh rule in the early nineteenth 
century?                   [7] [N 18] 
 Syed Ahmad Barelvi wanted to restore the Muslim faith and, by doing so, achieve 
religious and spiritual freedom for the Muslim community. He believed that there was a need 
to end the difficulties facing Islamic society and having identified Sikh rule as the dominant 
force in the Punjab targeted them at first. As a man of action, Syed Ahmad was an ideal person 
to act as a leader to work against Sikhs and the British power in India and to try to ensure that 
Muslims were ruled by fellow Muslims. He believed that the freedom of Muslims could only 
come as a result of armed struggle against the foreign and non-Muslim forces which were 
oppressing them. 

In 1821, Syed Ahmad Barelvi left for Haj to Makkah. After spending a year and a half in 
Arabia, he returned to Delhi in May 1823 with a clearer view of Jihad. Syed Ahmad founded the 
Jihad Movement, which was aimed at the rejuvenation of Islamic thought and the restoration 
of Muslim power in the subcontinent. The Punjab was under Sikh rule at this time and the 
Punjabi Muslims found it difficult to practice their religion. The call to prayer was banned, and 
the Muslims had to undergo other humiliations at the hands of the Sikhs. Syed Ahmad became 
convinced of the need to declare a Jihad to try to liberate the Punjab and the North West 
Frontier area from Sikh rule. 

4. How important was Shah Waliullah in the spread of Islam in the Sub-continent before 
1850?  Explain your answer.           [14] [N 04] 

5. Was the work of Shah Waliullah the most important factor in the revival of Islam in the 
sub–continent during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries? Give reasons to your 
answer.    [14] [N 06] 

6. Did Shah Waliullah contribute more to the spread of Islam than anyone else in the 
subcontinent before 1850? Explain your answer.                      [14] [N 09] [J 16] 

7. Was the work of Syed Ahmad Shaheed Barelvi the most important factor in the revival of 
Islam in the sub-continent during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries? Give reasons for 
your answer.            [14] [J 08] 

8. Did Haji Shariatullah contribute more to the spread of Islam than anyone else in the sub-      
continent before 1850? Explain your answer.             [14] [N 11] [N 17] 

9. [Re-test] Who of the following was the most important in the spread of Islam during the 
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries: 

(i)    Shah Waliullah; (ii)    Syed Ahmad Shaheed Barelvi; (iii)    Haji Shariatullah? 
Explain your answer with reference to all three of the above.            [14] [J 13] 
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Section 2 
 

7. Partition of Bengal (1905) 

1. Why was Bengal portioned in 1905?      [7] [J 04] [N 12] [J 16] 

Answer: Bengal was the most densely populated province in the British Indian Empire. In the 
western half of Bengal, there were 54 million people (42 million Hindus and 12 million 
Muslims). In eastern Bengal and Assam, there were another 31 million people (12 million 
Hindus and 18 million Muslims). In trying to control such a large province, there were obviously 
huge administrative problems. There were ten times as many people in Bengal as there were in 
the whole of Britain at that time. The British claimed that Bengal was too large to govern as one 
province and that it would be more efficient to govern it as two smaller provinces. The natural 
hazards in the area also created great problems for the people and government, so there was a 
need for the rehabilitation. The Hindus on one side with a monopoly in trade in Calcutta 
became strong and Muslims were deteriorating in economy. 

First time, in 1853, Charles Grant proposed partition of Bengal. In 1854, Lord Dalhousie 
complained administrative burden on the governor of Bengal. In 1903, Viceroy Lord Curzon 
proposed that Bengal should be partitioned into West and East Bengal. The Eastern province 
would include Assam and three districts previously considered to be part of West Bengal, 
Dhaka, Chittagong and Mymen Singh. Hindus believed that there were much sinister reasons 
and the British also worked on the divide and rule policy and it was an attempt by the British to 
work against them. Finally Lord Curzon partitioned Bengal in 1905. Bengal was partitioned for 
purely administrative reasons and the basis was geographical reality. Lord Curzon found that 
Bengal Presidency was too large a charge for one Governor and he decided to form two 
provinces, each of manageable size. 

2. Why was the Partition of Bengal reversed in 1911?             [7] [N 05] 

3. Why did the British decide to reverse the Partition of Bengal in 1911?     [7] [J 07] [J 14] 

Answer: The Hindus were against the partition of Bengal as they did not like it. They believed 
that the British had divided Bengal as part of their traditional ‘divide and rule’ policy. The 
Hindus dominated the Congress and they had begun call for reform. They believed that the 
British had tried to weaken Hindu unity by dividing Bengal and establishing East Bengal with a 
Muslim majority. This meant the, so called, Hindu ‘threat’ would be reduced. The Hindus and 
Congress started strong agitation against the partition of Bengal. The Hindus proclaimed 16 
October 1905, the day partition was put into fact, as a ‘Day of Mourning’. Hundreds of protest 

0448 & 2059 Pakistan Studies Paper 1 55 History & Culture Solved Topical

Solved By: SHAKIL ANWAR Airport Road | Bahria Town | Johar Town



meetings and marches were arranged which put pressure on the British government. The Hindu 
view was that the partition had divided the Bengali people. The Hindus’ objection to partition 
was so great that it caused the British to reconsider it. In fact the Hindus did not like the 
creation of a Muslim majority province. The Hindus did not bear the prosperity of Muslims who 
had started trading from Chittagong port. It was also the breakup of the monopoly of Hindu 
businessmen of Calcutta who controlled the trade of whole of province of Bengal. 

 The Hindus also decided to introduce a boycott of British goods. Instead of buying 
British salt, cloth, or any other manufactured product, Hindus vowed to buy Indian produced 
goods. This was named as the ‘Swadeshi Movement’. It was a threat to the British textile 
industry and led to a great loss for British economy. The raw material taken from sub-continent 
was stopped. It slowed down their industrial work, mostly led to the bankruptcy. Civil 
disobedience movement was also launched. The extremist group of Hindus Arya Samaj made 
two assassination attempts on Lord Minto-II but he survived. Their trains were derailed from 
the tracks but they were safe. It threatened their lives. There was also an outbreak of terrorist 
activities which were uncontrollable by the British. 

Therefore, King George-V in his Coronation ceremony on 12 December 1911 at Delhi 
Darbar announced the reversal of the ‘Partition of Bengal’ which made the Hindus happy but 
the Muslims were shocked and very unhappy. 

4. Explain how the British reacted to Hindu-led protests against the Partition of Bengal 
between 1906 and 1908.                  [7] [N 18] 
The British took immediate steps to deal with the Hindu protests against the partition of 
Bengal: 

• Restrictions were placed on newspapers and public meetings. Between 1906 and 1908 
editors of newspapers and journalists were prosecuted and some were imprisoned. 

• In 1908, a Press Act gave the government even greater control over newspapers. Aimed 
against Extremist nationalist activity, the Act empowered the magistrates to confiscate 
press property which published objectionable material likely to cause incitement to 
murder/ acts of violence. 

• One organizer of Hindu-led demonstrations, Bal Gangadhar Tilak of Poona was arrested 
in June 1908 and he was sentenced to six years imprisonment. Other radical leaders left 
the country on their own accord rather than face imprisonment. Soon local prisons were 
filled with those the British considered to be ‘revolutionaries’. Sometimes suspects were 
simply deported—without being charged or put on trial. 

But the British realized that using tough measures to crush the Hindus would not be sufficient 
in themselves. A better approach would be to win the support of the more moderate Hindus by 
marking reforms. In 1905 Lord Minto was appointed Viceroy. He worked with John Morley the 
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Secretary of State for India in London on what were to be known as the Minto-Morley Reforms. 
These reforms were intended to win the support of the Hindus. 
 

5. ‘Bengal was partitioned in 1905 because of geographical factors.’ Do you agree?   
Explain your answer.           [14] [J 06] 

Answer: It is correct to a great extent that the partition of Bengal (1905) was because of 
geographical reasons. Bengal was the most densely populated province in the British Indian 
Empire. In the western half of Bengal, there were 54 million people (42 million Hindus and 12 
million Muslims). In eastern Bengal and Assam, there were another 31 million people (12 
million Hindus and 18 million Muslims). In trying to control such a large province, there were 
obviously huge administrative problems. There were ten times as many people in Bengal as 
there were in the whole of Britain at that time. British claimed that Bengal was too large to 
govern as one province and that it would be more efficient to govern it as two smaller 
provinces. The natural hazards in the area created great problems for the people and 
government and there was a need for the rehabilitation. The Hindus on one side with a 
monopoly in trade in Calcutta became strong and Muslims were deteriorating in economy. The 
British also worked on the divide and rule policy.  

First time, in 1853, Charles Grant proposed partition of Bengal. In 1854, Lord Dalhousie 
complained administrative burden on the governor of Bengal. British also worked on ‘Divide 
and Rule Policy’. Viceroy Lord Curzon gave a serious thought to partition of Bengal in 1903 and 
proposed that Bengal should be partitioned into West and East Bengal. The Eastern province 
would include Assam and three districts previously considered to be part of West Bengal, 
Dhaka, Chittagong and Mymen Singh. After the partition was enforced, it transpired that West 
Bengal had a Hindu majority population while East Bengal and Assam had a Muslim majority 
population. The emergence of Muslim majority province pleased the Muslims because it gave a 
chance for progress of the Muslim community in fields of education, jobs in government 
services and commerce. Under united Bengal, the province was dominated by Hindus who were 
better educated, economically better off and more organized, while Muslims lagged behind in 
every field. It is also said that Bengal was partitioned for political reasons. There was a good 
deal of political awakening in Bengal. Agitation meetings and protest marches by Congress and 
Hindus were common. The partition was done to weaken the strength of Congress protests. 
Curzon also wanted to improve the condition of backward areas. Bengal was partitioned for 
purely administrative reasons and the basis was geographical reality. Lord Curzon found that 
Bengal Presidency was too large a charge for one Governor and he decided to form two 
provinces, each of manageable size. 
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Section 3 
23. Early Problems of Pakistan 

1. Explain why the subcontinent was faced with a refugee problem in1947?             [7] [N 17] 

Answer: During 1946 and 1947, tension between the Hindu and Muslim communities had 
begun to spill over into violence and a large loss of life. In spite of pleas of calm by both the 
Congress and the Muslim League, the violence continued and the numbers killed increased in 
the period during April to July 1947. When the Boundary Award was announced in August 1947, 
things became even worse. Millions of people found themselves living in the ‘wrong’ country 
and became victims of communal attacks. The only answer was for Muslims to move into 
Pakistan and non-Muslims to move into India. So began what perhaps was the largest migration 
ever witnessed in the history of mankind and also some of the worst scenes of communal 
violence. Partition had been made along religious lines in the hopes of easing tensions between 
Muslim and Hindu communities—instead it made matters worse. Over 10 million people had 
moved from India to Pakistan or in the other direction by January 1948. Some moved willingly, 
taking as many of their possessions with them as they could. Other fled from violence and often 
arrived in their new country with nothing at all. Many Muslims were forced across the border 
making it difficult for the new Pakistan government to manage such a large number of 
refugees.  

 Attacks on trains and caravans of refugees led to a cycle violence in which each atrocity 
was matched by revenge killings. Even those supposed to be protecting people sometimes 
turned to murder. The violence sometimes orchestrated by the local authorities and many 
Muslim historians believe that Hindus and Sikhs had an organized programme for the massacre 
of Muslim refugees. In the non-Muslim princely states there were examples of state troops 
being used to support attacks on Muslims. It is also true that atrocities were carried out by 
Muslims as a tide of communal hatred swept across the sub-continent in late 1947. Pakistan 
was a new country and lack of resources meant it struggled to cope. Hindus and Sikhs, perhaps 
fearful of reprisals and with a genuine desire to live in a Hindu nation, also contributed to the 
refugee problem. It is estimated that at least one million men, women and children died and 20 
million were made homeless as a result of partition. Refugees coming into Pakistan headed 
wither for the Punjab or Karachi, creating huge logistical problems in the new capital city, which 
could not accommodate two million refugees. It was another decade before any semblance of 
order emerged. Resettling the million of refugees, who had lost everything they had, including 
friends and relatives, was a difficult and expensive problem for both countries, especially 
Pakistan. 
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2. How successful was Pakistan/the government of Pakistan in solving the problems of 
Partition during 1947 and 1948? Explain your answer.              [14] [J 02] [N 13] [J 16] 

3. ‘The government of Pakistan was totally successful in solving the problems of Partition 
during 1947 and 1948’? Do you agree? Explain your answer.                [14] [J 05] [J 12] 

Answer:  

Successes: 

On 14th August 1947, Pakistan became an independent country and Quaid-e-Azam 
became the first Governor-General of Pakistan. The biggest single achievement of the Quaid-e-
Azam as governor-general was ensuring that the new state survived against all the odds. To 
help the newly arrived refugees, he set up a Relief Fund to rehabilitate them as quickly as 
possible. The people were quick to respond with donations in cash and kind. He toured the 
provinces encouraging and motivating the people. He said that no one is a Bengali, Punjabi, 
Sindhi, Balochi or a Pathan, all of us are Pakistanis and we should be proud of being Pakistanis. 
He was so opposed to religious intolerance as he was to provincialism and racialism. He was 
also determined that Pakistan was not going to adopt a bigoted policy towards minorities and 
declared himself the ‘Protector-General’ of religious minorities. To emphasise the role of 
Pakistan in the world community, the Quaid-e-Azam also secured membership of Pakistan in 
the United Nations Organization (UNO) in September 1947 and tried to draw their attention to 
Kashmir problem. He appointed Liaquat Ali Khan as the Prime Minister and a cabinet was 
formed.  

A Constituent Assembly was formed; one of its tasks was to frame the future 
constitution of Pakistan. Karachi was made the capital of Pakistan and Central Secretariat was 
set up to run the country. Special people with government experience were brought from India 
by trains. He also drafted the Civil Service Commission. The Pakistan army needed more officers 
and the gaps were filled by offering temporary commissions and using British officers. He 
wanted that Pakistan must have proper arms and ammunition as they first fought in 1948 
against India for Kashmir. Jinnah’s Industrial Policy Statement of 1948 encouraged the 
establishment of industries in predominantly agricultural economy. The Quaid-i-Azam 
established the State Bank of Pakistan on 1st July 1948, currency was also printed.  

Failures: 

After the partition, India threatened Pakistan to stop its water supply from head-works 
in the Indian Territory. Quai-e-Azam reached a temporary compromise with India in the Canal-
Water Dispute which ensured that Pakistan’s agriculture would not be denied precious water 
supplies. Canal Water Dispute was not resolved until 1960. The Indus Water Treaty was signed 
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in 1960 very late after his death. He also forced India to hand over the agreed financial assets 
from pre-partition India. Only 200 million rupees received at first instead of 750 million under 
the final settlement. There was also a shortage of properly qualified and experienced 
personnel. Jinnah worked tirelessly day and night but the problem of Kashmir and other 
princely states could not be solved. Due to migration, many millions of people were made 
homeless and were in a bad state. Many refugees could not be settled in a year’s time and it 
took years to settle them by providing them with jobs and accommodation.  

Pakistan only received 200 million rupees at first instead of 750 million under the final 
settlement. Jinnah negotiated to get the rest of the amount but it took months to settle the 
problem. The military assets awarded to Pakistan were old, damaged, obsolete and out of 
order. Pakistan had to face the defence threats. India occupied Kashmir and other princely 
states, the issue was placed in front of the UN Security Council but it is not yet resolved. Jinnah 
was not well and survived for thirteen months after independence. He had fought so hard to 
establish the country on a firm footing. He was truly a statesman, he was more than the 
architect of the Islamic nation he personally called into being. However, he tried to solve the 
problems but was not completely successful as he could not live long. 

4. Which of the following was the most difficult problem to overcome following the creation 
of Pakistan in 1947. 

(i) Formation of a government;  
(ii) Division of the armed forces and military assets;  
(iii) The refugee crisis? 

Explain your answer with reference to all three of the above.        [14] [J 2000] 

5. Was the refugee issue the most important problem facing the newly formed government of 
Pakistan in 1947? Give reasons for your answer.            [14] [J 04] 

6. ‘The Canal Water Dispute was the most important problem facing the newly established 
Government of Pakistan in 1947’. Do you agree or disagree? Give reasons for your answer.     
 [14] [J 07] 
7. ‘The formation of a government was the most important problem facing the newly 
established country of Pakistan in 1947.’ Do you agree? Give reasons for your answer. 
 [14] [N 09] 
Answer:  
Formation of a Government: In 1947, the new nation of Pakistan faced huge difficulties, which 
threatened its survival as an independent nation. The most difficult problem was the formation 
and establishment of a central government which did not exist at all and without it smooth 
running of administration of the country was not possible. Quaid-e-Azam became the first 
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